
 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Jeannine R. Perry 
perryjr@longwood.edu 
434-395-2069 

 

Class Description:  
Have you ever said, or heard a colleague say, “My students can ‘read the words’ but they just 
don’t understand what they are reading”? This class offers an overview of the reading 
comprehension process, outlines primary comprehension strategies, and explores instructional 
techniques that can help students become proficient in using those strategies to understand and 
appreciate both narrative and expository texts. 

 
Class Overview:  
This class is just an overview and introduction to the broad and well-resourced world of reading 
comprehension instruction.  It provides a sampling from some of the best professional books 
available, delves into some of the key comprehension strategies, and gets you started with a 
teaching plan to incorporate reading comprehension into your students’ every day habits. 

 
This class is designed to be self-paced and does not require participants complete the work at 
the same time or participate in activities or discussions at the same time.  However, reviewing 
what your fellow participants post and initiating discussions with them will greatly enhance your 
learning and overall experience. 
 
Text:  
No text is required for this class.  Readings will posted online.  Several excellent professional 
books will be shared that you may want to purchase for your personal library.  
 
Goals & Objectives:   

Differentiate between reading comprehension and decoding. 

List the primary reading comprehension strategies proficient readers use. 

Differentiate between a strategy (used by the learner) and a teaching technique (used by the 
teacher to help the learner develop strategies). 

Design lessons that introduce and support reading comprehension strategies to children in your 
classroom or instructional setting. 
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SCHEDULE 
Dates Topics Assignments  
Module 1 
Week 1 

Introduction 
What is Reading Comprehension and Why is it So 
Important? 

Readings & viewings 
 

Module 2 
Week 2 

Metacognition, Schema, & Making Connections  Readings & viewings 
Website Review 

Module 3 
Week 3 

Asking Questions & Visualizing 
 

Readings & viewings  
Website Review 
 

Module 4 
Week 4 

Inferring & Predicting 
 

Readings & viewings 
Action Plan 

 

Class Assignments:  Instructions are provided for all assignments within the online class 
modules.  These are general descriptions of the expectations. 

Participate in Class Activities: 
Each module will have at least one activity that you will be asked to complete, post your results, and 
reflect upon.  These activities are assigned so you will have hands-on experience with potential lesson 
ideas you can use with your own students.   

Website Review: 
Search the web for 2 articles, videos, or websites that address reading comprehension instruction 
appropriate for your grade level and teaching situation.  Post links and description in the discussion 
boards. 
 
Action Plan:  How will you introduce, provide application and practice, and revisit reading  
comprehension strategies in your classroom or teaching environment?  Create an action plan following 
the instructions posted in Canvas. 

 

Class Grading:   
 
Participation in Class Activities   60 points 

Website Resource:     40 points 

Action Plan    100 points 

 

Grading Scale 

Non-credit classes are Pass/Fail.  You need to score 80% of the total points (160 points) to receive a Pass 
for the class. 

  



CLASS POLICIES 

Student Responsibility: 

It is your responsibility to inform yourself of all relevant policies and procedures posted in this syllabus 
and in the Start Here section of your Canvas class.  It is also your responsibility to contact your instructor 
or our office if you have questions or issues.   

Communication Policy: 

The instructor will respond to student messages within 24-48 hours, generally through email.  For all 
assignments, feedback will be delivered within one week of the due date. 

Attendance & Participation Policy:  

Attendance for online courses is determined by how many times and for how long you access the 
Canvas course (this information is available for each student to the instructor), your participation in the 
assignments, and your timeliness in submitting requested work or response.  Online courses can get 
away from you if not carefully scheduled.  Take the time to review your online commitments, schedule 
regular and consistent time to be online, and stick to the schedule.  You are expected to participate in all 
Canvas activities. Failure to participate in Canvas activities may impair academic performance and result 
in a lower grade. You must assume full responsibility for an online presence.  

Technical Assistance:  

Please contact your instructor for assistance with Canvas. 

Class Evaluation:  

At the conclusion of the course, each student will have the opportunity to evaluate the class and 
instructor. Your feedback is important to us. Please take the time to complete the online evaluation. 
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